There are a number of complications associated with ventriculoperitoneal shunt (VPS) surgery. The authors present a rare case of iatrogenic common carotid artery injury during VPS surgery.
INTRODUCTION
Ventriculoperitoneal shunt (VPS) surgery is the most common treatment for hydrocephalus. However, VPS surgery is associated with relatively high incidence of complications such as overdrainage of cerebrospinal fluid, infection and shunt malfunction. In this report, we report an intraoperative common carotid artery injury that occurred during VPS surgery. This case report gives a detailed example of this unreported complication, which necessitates an earlier intervention to result in a favorable outcome.
CASE REPORT
A 44-year-old male patient was diagnosed with hydrocephalus due to congenital aqueductal stenosis, and had been treated with VPS surgery at the age of (Fig. 1) . The heart surgery team was contacted; they resected the ruptured left common carotid artery, which was replaced with a vascular graft (Fig. 2) . On the following day, the patient underwent a VPS sur- the reason for common carotid artery injury. Adhesion with surrounding tissue due to multiple VPS surgeries makes tunneling with a shunt passer difficult.
We suggest that particular precaution to avoid carotid artery injury should be taken, especially in revision VPS surgery. Additionally, early identification of the injury event and timely intervention can prevent further serious complications and can favorably alter the prognosis. However, a lack of follow-up is the limitation of this case report.
CONCLUSION
Intraoperative common carotid artery injury during VPS surgery has not been reported. The consequences of carotid artery injury can be fetal with high mortality. 3) This case report gives a detailed example of this unreported complication, which necessitates an earlier intervention to result in a favorable outcome.
